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NRCS PROVIDES ASSISTANCE TO FARMERS IN 

DROUGHT AREAS 

 

Nebraska NRCS is available to provide financial and 

technical assistance to farmers and ranchers through the 

Drought Relief Special Initiative.  Producers may apply 

for assistance August 6 - 15, 2012.  

 

The prolonged lack of rainfall combined with excessive heat has resulted in a 

dramatic reduction in available forage for livestock producers and increased the 

risk of soil erosion on land without sufficient ground cover.  The purpose of this 

initiative is to offer assistance to farmers and ranchers impacted by the drought. 

  

The Drought Relief Special 

Initiative assistance will be 

available for land located in 

any part of a county that has 

been designated a D3 

(Extreme) or D4 

(Exceptional) drought zone, 

according to the U.S. Drought 

Monitor map dated July 24, 

2012, or later.  Drought 

Monitor maps are available 

on line and are updated every 

Thursday morning.  

 

Conservation practices available to producers through the Drought Relief Special 

Initiative include:  cover crops, critical area planting, fencing, deferred grazing, 

forage and biomass planting, pipeline, well and pumping stations for livestock 

water, range planting and more.  Interested participants are encouraged to visit 

their local NRCS field office to learn more about the assistance available. 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/index.html


Additional Emergency Funding to Assist Livestock and Crop Producers 
 

To assist producers facing 

extreme drought conditions, 

USDA announced that it will 

utilize nearly $16 million in 

financial and technical 

assistance to immediately 

help crop and livestock 

producers in 19 states cope 

with the adverse impacts of 

the historic drought. In 

addition, USDA will initiate a 

transfer of $14 million in 

unobligated program funds 

into the Emergency Conservation Program. These funds can be used to assist 

in moving water to livestock in need, providing emergency forage for 

livestock, and rehabilitating lands severely impacted by the drought. 

Together these efforts should provide nearly $30 million to producers 

struggling with drought conditions. 

 

Within the last month, USDA has opened the Conservation Reserve Program 

to emergency haying and grazing, has lowered the borrower interest rate for 

emergency loans, and has worked with crop insurance companies to provide 

more flexibility to farmers. USDA has also announced the following: 

 Allowing producers to modify current EQIP contracts to allow for 

grazing, livestock watering, and other conservation activities to 

address drought conditions.  

 Authorizing haying and grazing of Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 

easement areas in drought-affected areas where haying and grazing is 

consistent with conservation of wildlife habitat and wetlands.  

 Lowering the reduction in the annual rental payment to producers on 

CRP acres used for emergency haying or grazing from 25 percent to 

10 percent in 2012.  

 Simplifying the Secretarial disaster designation process and reduced 

the time it takes to designate counties affected by disasters by 40 

percent.  
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USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities 

on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 

status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because 

all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 

bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 

program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 

720-2600 (voice and TDD)." 

 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 

20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 

(English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 

and employer. 


